Burley- in-Wharfedale, 


Jan.  18th,  1910. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

During  the  past  year,  although  there  has  been 
no  epoch-marking  event'ito  render  the  year  conspicuous  above 
its  predecessors,  yet  the  progress  evinced  in  the  sanitary 
annals  has  by  no  means  been  of  an  unimportant  character. 
Improvements  in  the  drainage  of  certain  areas,  increased 
attention  to  the  condition  of  the  milk  supply,  prompt 
isolation  of  suspected  or  diagnosed  eases  of  an  infectious 
nature,  and  constant  supervision  of  the  sources  of  the 
domestic  water  supply,  have  given  plenty  of  work  to  the 
officials  of  your  sanitary  department,  and  I venture  to  say 
that  at  the  present  time  no  important  matter  which  has  been 
made  patent  during  the  year  is  in  urgent  need  of  attention. 


The  District  over  which  you  preside  lends  itself  to  an 
economical  system  of  Sanitary  Management,  being  situated 
on  the  slope  of  the  land  from  Burley  Moor  to  the  river 
Wharfe,  which  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  the  district. 
It  is  compact,  3,133  acres  in  extent,  and  is  not  cut  up 
by  secondary  elevations  nor  deep  stream  courses.  The  farms 
are  chiefly  pastoral,  milk  being  produced  for  home 
consumption,  and  for  export  to  neighbouring  towns,  and 
some  cereals  are  grown. 

THE  INHABITANTS 

of  the  village  proper,  numbering  at  the  last  census  3,310,  and 
now  estimated  at  3,600,  find  employment  at  the  worsted 
mill  of  Wm.  F'ison  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  or  in  the  engineer  works 
of  Otley  printing  machine  industry.  Of  late  years  there  has 
developed  a fairly  large  population  of  residents  whose 
business  interests  are  in  Leeds  and  Bradford,  and  who 
find  it  healthy  and  desirable,  for  family  reasons,  to  reside 
in  the  country. 

STATISTICS. 

Births. 

No  improvement  can  be  recorded  under  this  heading.  The 
number  of  Births  registered,  63,  is  practically  the  same  as  last 
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year,  and  the  average  per  1,000  living  is  17-2.  The  number 
of  males  born  exceeded  the  females  by  13,  keeping  up  the 
proportion  which  I noted  in  my  last  Report  on  the  subject. 

Births  and  Rates  for  Five  Years. 
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Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  district 
is  45  (24  males  and  21  females),  but  some  correction  is 
required  to  come  loan  estimate  of  the  true  late  of  mortality. 
Six  of  the  deaths  recorded  were  those  of  people  who  were 
casually  residing  in  the  village,  or  were  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  illness  when  they  came,  and  the  effect  of  their 
demise  should  not  be  borne  by  our  statistics  ; on  the  other 
hand,  three  residents  of  the  district  died  away  from  home, 
and  their  deaths  must  be  included  in  our  list  of  mortality. 
The  nett  number  of  deaths,  42,  gives  us  a rate  equal  to  ITS 
per  1,000  living.  This  rate,  as  representing  the  healthy 
conditions  obtaining  during  the  year,  could  be  much  reduced 
if  we  excluded  the  deaths  of  four  children  prematurely  born. 
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who  had  little  or  no  chance  of  surviving  ; and  the  deaths 
from  diseases  acquired  during  life  gives  a rate  equal  to  10’6 
which  is  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  and  Rates  for  FYve  Years. 
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At  the  West  Riding  Asylum,  at  Scalebor,  23  deaths  took 
place,  but  these  are  outside  the  scope  of  this  Report. 

Causes  of  Death. 

At  the  end  of  this  Report  will  be  found  a detailed  list  of 
all  causes  of  death  and  the  ages  at  which  death  took  place. 
Some  comment,  however,  is  required  on  one  or  two  of  the 
headings. 

To  Phthisis  or  Consumption  of  the  Lungs,  at  one  time  the 
commonest  disease  of  the  district,  and  the  cause  of  one-third 
of  the  mortality  of  Wharfedale,  is  ascribed  the  death  of  four 
persons.  This  is  one-eleventh  of  the  total  number  of  the  deaths 
and  equal  to  a rate  of  IT  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This 
complaint  has  become  more  amenable  to  treatment  under  the 
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modern  system  of  open-air  regime,  and  careful  hygienic 
habits  of  the  sufferer.  To  sleep  with  wide-open  windows, 
wear  warm  woollen  clothing,  avoid  heated  and  crowded 
rooms,  together  with  plain  food  and  out-door  exercise,  mean 
years  of  useful  life  to  a tubercular  patient,  and  if,  with  these, 
he  be  careful  in  his  personal  habits,  there  need  be  little  or  no 
danger  of  transmitting  the  germs  of  the  complaint  to  his 
fellows. 

Acute  lung  diseases,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  (inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs)  caused  eight  deaths.  If  we  recall  the  wet 
and  unseasonably  cold  year,  there  will  be  no  surprise  at  the 
mention  of  these  illnesses  in  the  table.  Two  of  the  cases 
were  those  of  babes  of  a few  months  old,  and  which  occurred 
during  the  frigid  weather  of  early  December.  Premature 
birth,  and  convulsions  of  ill-defined  origin,  accounted  for  the 
deaths  of  seven  children.  This  is  an  unfortunate  event,  as  if 
fewer  children  are  being  born  it  is  all  the  more  desirable  to 
preserve  them  when  they  do  arrive.  Greater  care  is 
exercised  by  those  in  charge  of  tender  infants  with  respect  to 
feeding  than  was  shewn  a few  years  ago,  and  the  capable 
village  nurses  which  we  have  had,  have  contributed  largely 
to  the  better  understanding  of  young  mothers  in  this  respect. 

It  is  more  pleasant  to  have  to  record  again  that  no  death  is 
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reported  from  any  infectious  disease,  and  no  c.ise  oS 
puerperal  fever  has  been  notified  ; an  immunity  from  this 
complaint  has  now  extended  over  many  years. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Nine  deaths  of  infants  under  twelve  months  old  have 
already  been  mentioned.  One  other  took  place  from  disorder 
of  the  stomach,  making  a total  of  ten  for  the  year.  This  is 
higher  than  our  usual  average,  but  its  significance  as  a 
reflection  on  the  healthfulness  of  the  district  is  modified  by 
the  inclusion  of  the  four  immature  infants.  The  rate  of 
infant  mortality,  i.e , the  number  of  births  and  deaths 
compared  with  the  number  born,  and  produced  to  1,000 
is  158.  This  is  exceptionally  large  for  your  district,  and 
shews  the  fallacy  of  relying  on  figures  for  short  periods 
in  small  districts.  Last  year  the  rate  was  82,  and  the 
average  for  ten  years  is  85  per  1,000  born. 

Diseases  Prevalent. 

In  the  early  weeks  of  the  year  a few  cases  of  measles  were 
observed,  the  finish  of  a small  epidemic  in  the  last  month  of 
1908.  Four  cases  of  scarlatina  were  notified;  these  occurred 
sporadically,  and  at  no  time  was  an  epidemic  threatened. 
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During  the  autumn  chicken  pox  appeared,  and  assumed  such 
proportions  among  the  children  of  the  National  (Infants’) 
School,  that  I deemed  it  advisable  to  recommend  the  closure 
until  the  Christmas  holidays.  One  case  of  typhoid  fever  was 
notified  and  removed  to  hospital,  and  a very  mild  case  was 
treated  at  home.  Four  persons  suffered  from  erysipelas. 
During  the  summer  months  there  was  little  general  sickness, 
the  copious  rains  cleansing  backyards  and  gullies,  and 
freeing  house  drains  of  accumulated  filth  ; the  inclement 
weather  of  the  later  months,  however,  caused  much  illness  of 
the  respiratory  organs,  and  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  were 
•common  complaints. 

SCHOOL  INSPECTIONS. 

The  work  of  systematic  inspection  (medical)  of  the  children 
at  the  different  schools  was  continued  during  the  year,  and 
has  already  resulted  in  many  improvements  in  health  and 
personal  hygiene.  The  lady  inspector  (Dr.  Coupland)  has 
paid  special  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  children’s  eyes, 
throats  and  ears,  and  many  defects  of  these  regions  have  been 
ameliorated.  I have  visited  the  schools  on  several  occasions, 
in  reference  to  infectious  diseases,  and  have  not  had  any 
■cause  to  complain  of  any  gross  sanitary  defect. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Five  patients  were  removed  to  this  institution,  and  received 
the  great  care  and  attention,  which  I have,  with 
pleasure,  noted  in  my  previous  reports.  It  is  a great  boon  to 
a working  class  district  that  an  infectious  patient  can  be 

removed  to  a well-found  -hospital  like  ours,  and  allow  the 

♦ 

other  workers  of  the  household  to  continue  their  occupation 
without  suspicion  of  spreading  disease. 


Summary 

190S 

of  Statistics. 

1909  1909  England  and  Wales. 

Birth-rate  ... 

17-2 

172 

25*6* 

per  1,000  living.. 

Death-rate 

11-6 

10-5 

M 

Zymotic  death-rate... 

■ — 

— 

1T2 

Phthisis  ,, 

1-1 

•8 

— 

J > 

Respiratory  ,, 

2-2 

2-2 

— • 

Infantile 

158 

82 

109* 

per  1,000  born. 

^Lowest  ever  recorded. 


SANITARY  MATTERS. 

Water  Supply. 

This  important  subject  has  received  much  attention  during 
the  year.  Samples  have  been  taken  frequently  for  analytical 
purposes,  and  no  traces  of  solvent  action  on  lead  have  been 
reported.  The  supply  has  always  been  abundant  and  few 
houses  are  not  connected  with  the  mains. 
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Drains  and  Sewers. 

The  portion  of  main  sewer  in  Station  Road,  mentioned  in 
my  last  report,  has  been  re-laid  and  enlarged.  Since  the  old 
one  was  put  down  the  call  upon  it  had  been  enormously 
enlarged  owing  to  the  development  of  the  residential  property 
in  the  vicinity,  and  a larger  one  was  urgently  demanded.  The 
new  one  should  be  adequate  for  many  years.  I regret  that 
the  comprehensive  drainage  scheme  for  the  Clarence  Drive 
and  Hagg  Farm  area,  has  not  received  the  support  which  it 
deserved,  and  is  held  up  for  a time.  When  it  is  carried  out, 
the  Elm  Grove  Estate  cesspools  can  be  cleared  away,  and  the 
drains  properly  connected  with  the  main  sewer.  Additional 
ventilating  shafts  could  be  advantageously  introduced  into 
the  main  sewer.  The  conversion  of  conservancy  closets  into 
water  carriage  methods  makes  good  progress,  and  47 
of  the  older  type  have  been  altered  since  my  last  report. 
There  is  one  serious  drawback  to  this  system— the  freezing  in 
winter  time— and  only  careful  supervision  by  the  householder 
lean  prevent  a nuisance,  if  this  contingency  arise. 

The  general  scavenging  has  been  well  done,  and  I have  not 
heard  one  complaining  note  on  the  topic,  indeed,  it  is 
commonly  remarked  that  the  work  is  quietly  done,  with  the 
least  possible  inconvenience. 
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Many  minor  irregularities  have  been  remedied,  and  the 
jeportof  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Hargreaves,  is  appended, 
in  which  will  be  found  a concise  resume  of  the  year’s  work. 

House  Buildings. 

We  are  fairly  well  supplied  with  artisans’  dwellings,  and 
shall  be  for  some  time,  unless  there  is  some  phenominal 
activity  in  the  local  trades.  The  erection  of  better  class 
houses  still  continues,  and  several  have  been  finished,  with 
more  in  process  of  erection.  The  healthy  situation  and  easy 
access  to  neighbouring  centres  of  commerce,  are  attractive 
features  to  those  desiring  quietude  from  the  bustle  of  a busy 
town. 

I am  pleased  to  report  an  improvement  in  the  general 
condition  of  the  cowsheds,  and  milk  trade  generally. 
Frequent  inspection  has  shewn  defects  which  have  been 
remedied,  and,  if  not  ideal,  the  mistals  are  better  than  they 
were  a few  years  ago. 

RAINFALL. 

The  casual  observer  would  have  thought  that  we  had  had 
an  undue  proportion  of  rain  in  1909,  but  the  daily  records  do 
not  confirm  this  impression.  The  amount  of  rain  which  was 
measured  was  only  a fraction  above  that  of  the  previous  year, 
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and  three  inches  less  than  in  1907.  Rain  fell  on  132  days 
compared  with  137  in  the  previous  year  and  159  in  1907. 
The  rain  gauge  is  451  feet  above  sea  level,  on  the  Hollin 
Nook  Reservoir. 


RAINFALL,  1909 


Month. 

January 

Inches. 

T42 

No.  of  days 
on  which 
rain  fell. 

7 

Greatest 

rainfall. 

•37 

Date  of 
greatest 
rainfall. 
17th 

February 

•82 

6 

•43 

10th  & 11th 

March 

3-87 

11 

109 

6th 

April 

3‘23 

13 

•55 

19th 

May 

1-97 

10 

•75 

25th 

June 

215 

10 

•45 

23rd 

July 

4*25 

17 

•46 

30th 

August 

3-13 

11 

1-16 

18th 

September  ... 

2-79 

15 

•69 

27th 

October 

2 82 

14 

•70 

3rd 

November  ... 

•81 

6 

•48 

28th 

December  ... 

5-61 

12 

T50 

19th  & 22nd 

32  87 

132 

Main  Roads. 

The  main  roads  have  been  kept  in  good  repair,  and  the  tar 
spraying  has  effectually  stopped  the  dust  nuisance  in  summer 
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time.  I understand  that  a new  road  making  experiment  is  to 
be  made  this  year  in  Station  Road,  and  that  the  Niagarilta 
Pavement  Co.,  is  establishing  works  for  making  road 
material.  Many  new  methods  of  road  making  have  been 
introduced  since  the  advent  of  automobilism,  and  this  new 
plan  will  be  watched  with  interest,  and  its  success  welcomed. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

The  work  accruing  to  us  under  this  enactment  has  been 
thoroughly  carried  out.  All  the  places  coming  under  the  Act 
have  been  inspected,  and  some  very  frequently.  There  are 
in  the  district  three  factories  using  steam  power,  and  two 
workshops  with  gas  engines.  We  have  also  plumbers,, 
joiners,  and  cabinet  makers,  boot  and  shoe  makers, 
contractors  and  plasterers,  bakehouses,  dressmakers,  black- 
smiths, and  one  printer.  All  the  places  are  sanitarily  efficient,, 
and  no  complaints  can  be  laid  against  any  one  of  them. 

There  is  some  work  done  at  home  in  the  nature  of  burling 
and  waste  picking.  This  brings  in  a welcome  additon  to  the 
week’s  income,  and  no  danger  to  health  can  be  attributed  to' 
the  methods  of  doing  the  work. 

Various  statistical  tables  for  your  reference  are  added  at  the 
end  of  this  report,  together  with  the  full  statement  of  your 
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inspector,  and  I conclude  an  account  of  the  past  year’s  work, 
which  has  produced  some  effect  on  the  health  of  the  village, 
with  the  fervent  hope  that  the  present  year  may  equal  in 
health,  and  excel  in  prosperity  the  past. 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

HAROLD  H EBB  LETH  WAITE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Fellow  of  the  Institute 
of  Public  Health, 
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Sanitary  3nspector’0  IReport 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st,  December  1909. 


14th  January,  1910. 

Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  as  Sanitary  Inspector 
of  the  District  as  follows  : 

The  scavenging  of  the  District  continues  to  be  carried  out 
satisfactorily  by  the  Council’s  workmen. 

During  the  year  47  pail  closets  have  been  converted  to  the 
water  carriage  system.  Only  37  per  cent,  of  the  total  within 
the  District  are  now  on  the  pail  system,  and  it  is  hoped  this 
figure  will  be  substantially  reduced  during  1910. 

The  sewers  and  manholes  throughout  the  District  have  been 
systematically  inspected  and  cleansed.  The  portion  of 
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defective  sewer  in  Station  Road  has  been  relaid,  and  the 
trouble  we  have  experienced  for  several  years  removed.  The 
Elm  Grove  and  Rose  Bank  property  still  drain  into  cesspools,, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  no  distant  date  this  property 
may  be  connected  with  the  sewer. 

I have  received  20  complaints  of  defective  drainage.  In 
the  case  of  39  houses,  the  drains  have  been  either  partially 
or  entirely  reconstructed.  Upwards  of  100  Inspections  of 
drainages  have  been  made,  in  each  case  previous  to  their 
being  covered  in. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  necessitated  the  disinfection 
by  fumigation,  or  spraying  with  a disinfectant  solution,  of 
nine  Rooms. 

13  new  houses  have  been  certified  for  habitation,  as 
compared  with  30  in  1908.  These  were  periodically  inspected 
during  erection,  and  any  contraventions  of  the  bye-laws 
pointed  out  and  rectified.  In  several  of  the  above  instances 
the  Council  have  been  unable  to  carry  out  their  policy  of 
connecting  all  new  property  to  their  sewerage  system. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  received  considerable 
attention  during  the  year,  and  much  good  work  has  been 
done  in  this  respect.  In  many  instances  the  owners  have 
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undertaken  to  make  repairs  during  the  summer,  and  which, 
in  several  cases  will  entail  the  entire  re-construction  of  the 
cowsheds. 

The  workshops  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be 
generally  good  ; a regard  to  cleanliness,  light  and  ventilation 
appears  to  prevail. 

The  water  supply  has  received  careful  attention  during  the 
year  ; the  mains  and  service  reservoir  have  been  periodically 
cleansed  and  the  water  courses  inspected.  In  many  instances 
where  a house  supply  has  been  insufficient,  the  owner  has 
been  called  upon  to  provide  a better  supply. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  express  my  best  thanks  for  your 
kindness  and  courtesy,  and  for  the  advice  you  have  always  so 
willingly  given  me. 

Yours  obediently, 

F.  HARGREAVES. 

Dr.  H.  Hebbleth waite, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Burley  Urban 
District  Council. 


Table  I.— Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  years. 
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$ In  those  rates  the  inmates  of  the  Scalebor  Retreat  are  added  to  the  estimated  population. 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and 

Homework. 


Inspections. 

( Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  oj  Nuisances.) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ...  3 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries  7 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Total  ...  24 

Registered  Workshops. 

Plumbers  2,  Joiners  5,  Bootmakers  7,  Contractors  3,  Bake- 
houses 3,  Dressmakers  4,  Blacksmiths  and  Tinners  3, 
Printers  1,  Cycle  repairers  2,  total  30.  Underground 
Bakehouses  (s.  10 1)  1. 


Table  III  — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notifed  during 

the  Year  1909. 

At  all  Under  1 to  5 5 to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  65  an<j 
Notifiable  Diseases,  ages.  1 year,  years,  years,  years.  years,  upw’ds. 
Erysipelas  4 — — — 1 2 1 

Scarlet  Fever  4 — — 4 — — — 

Enteric  Fever  2 — — 2 — — — 


10 


6 


1 


2 


1 
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Table  IV.— Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death,  during 

Year  1909. 


All 

Causes  of  Death,  ages. 

Gastritis  ...  1 

Phthisis  (Pul- 
monary Tub- 
erculosis ...  4 

Cancer,  malig- 
nant disease  2 

Bronchitis  ...  4 

Pneumonia  ...  4 

Other  diseases 
of  the  Respira- 
tory organs  ...  2 

Premature  Birth  4 
Heart  Diseases  4 
Accidents  ...  1 

Kidney  Diseases  2 
Convulsions  ...  3 

Old  Age  ...  3 

Nervous  System  6 
All  other  causes  5 


1 and  5 and 
Under  under  under 
1 year.  5 15 


1 


1 

2 — 


1 

4 *— 


3 


15  and  25  and  65  and 
under  under  up- 
25  65  wards, 


1 2 — 

2 — 

— 3 


1 — 
4 

1 — 

2 

3 

2 4 

3 2 


All  causes  ...  45  10  2 1 1 13  18 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  District  : — 

Pneumonia,  1,'  Heart  diseases  3,  Suicides  1,  Kidney 
diseases  2,  Old  age  3,  Nervous  system  12,  other  causes  1, 
Total  23. 
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Table  V — Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  weeks  and 
months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All  Causes — Certified 
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Gastritis,  Gastro- 
intestinal Catarrh  — — — - — 1 — — — — - — 

Premature  Birth  ...  2 1 — 1 — — — • — — — 

Atrophy,  Debility 

Marasmus  — — — — 1 — — — — — 

Convulsions  ...  — — — — 1 — 1 — 

Pneumonia — — — 1 — 1 — — 

21312111110 


under  i year. 


